“Alchough real esace values ase down,
che price of raw nuarterials needed for
the building industry have noc moved
downward much and in some cases are
more expensive than 1wo yeass igo.
While vacancies incresse, credin
markees remain difficult and there
continues to be downward prossure om
rents, chere is no incentive 1o build.”

Dunn states chaz retzofic wock in Nosth
Cazoling has been the “one [ifesaves,”
and repoers char service woek wis steady
in 2010,

Heingich reports that che serrofit/remod-

¢l markes has been imsparcant in his area
of the counry, and he believes chaz will
continue

“Many projects ase small- 10 madium-soed
additions to casting facilities that s noe
sprinklered and the beilding addition
seqquises recrofit of sprinkler coverige 10 the
existing buikding, This aften doubles or
triples the sar of the sprinkler contrace.”

12 and around ldaho, bowever,
retrofit work has been slower,

“There's been some activity, bar not
much,” states Parride. “Owners are
wtill leery to spend much moncy.”

Thibedeau agrees. “Retrofit work is
noc very active, other than in existisg
sprinklered buildings thar are being
retenceed for new occupancics.”

Manufecturer/Supplier
Perspective Chuck Kicts of Sysiem
Sensor and chairman of AFSA's Manu-
facturess/Suppliers (M/S) Couscil noces
2010 "trended upward” as the year went
by and that 2011 looks to be a "flat to
seeall upward movement.”

“Inflation ix 2 problem for the new
year,” notes Kitty, “Interost rate
increases and che dight availability of
coastruction or real estate Bnancing
are going to be concerns,”

While Kitr seates thar recrofit activicy
would help cushion the effece of slow
downs in new comstruction, his
customers doa’t ralk much abour
rerrofit anymore, which leads him 1o
believe there dsn't a loc being done,

Residential buslding does seem be 10
be moving some, bowever,

*1 am not seeing a great amount of
uptick in residential building, but
there is some movement,” be com.-
mensts, "It is moszly in customer
homes in small dusters, | haven't scen
the effects of the residential require-
ment in the IRC yeg, but I do expect
there to be some in the near future”

Deas Taylos with Anvil Internacional
nd immediate past chairman of cthe
M/JS Council, notes that 2010 started
off “precry rough” for the manufac-

turess but goe betrer with cach
quarter,

“The fourth quascer is well above the
same quarter lise year,” summasizes
Tayloz, “Confidence scems to be
growing and distribution scems 1 be
stocking mose products in prepara-
tion of the contractors’ needs, 2009
was filled with retraczion of noc only
the economy, bar also the amount of
inventory in the fleld a1 boch the
contractor and distributor level,

Sponder Age | Jonwary 2001 13



